
Ruše,  Slovenia,  May 2 nd -  11 th 2017
Europe Sings Together



Ruše,  Slovenia,  May 2 nd -  11 th 2017
Europe Sings Together

ERASMUS+ youth exchange

May 2nd – 11th 2017

Maribor/ Ruše - SLOVENIA

LITHUANIA  Kaunas Cultural centre

GREECE  Hellenic Youth Participation

POLAND  stowarzzyszenie MMS

CROATIA  Association of deaf and hard of hearing

ITALY   PECO Progetti Europei di Coperazione

ROMANIA  Asociatia hair redivivus Buzau

CAYPRUS  Plan be, Plan it Be it 

SLOVENIA  Mladinsko društvo Bakheros

What

When

Where

Who

Welcome to our “Europe sings together“ project!

Dear partners and participants

This Information pack shall provide you with all the neces-
sary information to guarantee a great, interesting, educa-
tional, funny, respectful, joyful and creative experience un-
der the guidelines of the EU Erasmus + Programme.
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About the project  
“Europe sings together“ - EST

EST is a youth exchange within the ERASMUS+ programme, taking 
place in Ruše and Maribor, Slovenia, between the 2nd and 11th of 
May 2017. Forty-eight young people from Croatia, Greece, Cyprus, 
Poland, Romania, Italy, Lithuania and Slovenia will participate at the 
programme. In nine days they will prepare a vocal act to be per-
formed at the Leon Štukelj square in Maribor on the 9th of May, the 
international Europe Day. Participants from all eight countries will 
perform the European Anthem together.

Following the departure the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland the EU is split into several areas, divided particu-
larly by countries’ policies towards migrants and refugees, their 
development of new financial politics, their stance on the free trade 
agreement with the United States and Canada, as well as other areas 
of disagreement. However, the basic idea of the “Schuman Declara-
tion” (1950), which is considered the fundamental instrument for 
the development of the EU, has remained unchanged: Europe should 
be a continent of peace, prosperity, human rights, solidarity and 
democracy.

Festival Maribor, Slovenia
Photo: Dejan Bulut

The youth exhange will also 
include a series of workshops 
entitled “Europe against 
exclusion and prejudice, 
Europe for solidarity and 
support”.
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The task of the EST project is therefore drawing attention to those 
problems which divide Europe, as well as the common denomina-
tors connecting it. The workshops within the project will address 
the contents of the fight against stereotypes and prejudice, exclusion 
and hate speech, which has caused the rise of radical political par-
ties in the EU over the past few years, undermining the fundamental 
principles of the Union. At the same time, we will organize work-
shops that will highlight and draw attention to the things that bind 
the European nations, like culture and music.

The aim of our project is for our participants to develop greater 
intercultural awareness, learn the tools needed to promote inter-
cultural dialogue in their communities (and music is certainly one 
of them), and by that help strengthen the common European values 
such as respect for diversity, equality, solidarity, openness, under-
standing and freedom. Part of the aim is also to teach the youth tools 
for combating stereotypes, prejudice, discrimination, xenophobia, 
hate speech and hate-motivated violence.

With the help of non-formal learning methods, such as workshops, 
discussions, simulation games, public campaigns (e.g. performance 
of the European anthem) and vocal lessons where the participants 
will learn the “Ode to Joy” and songs originating from the participat-
ing countries, we will arm the youth with the knowledge and skills 
they can use in their local environments. They will learn how to take 
steps to reduce these negative social phenomena and create a posi-
tive atmosphere, which will connect and not separate the European 
nations, and which will be based on a policy of respect for “equality 
in diversity “ 

Subsequently the main goals 
of this project are:

introduction to the concept 
of human rights and toler-
ance

encouraging respect and pro-
tection of the basic human 
rights of every individual

learning how to control an-
ger as the emotion of intoler-
ance

strengthening the partner-
ship between the organiza-
tions

launching the campaign as 
the result of the dissemina-
tion of project results

encouraging youth to get 
more involved in the 
community



Ruše,  Slovenia,  May 2 nd -  11 th 2017
Europe Sings Together

Ruše,  Slovenia,  May 2 nd -  11 th 2017
Europe Sings Together

About Slovenia

Slovenia is a relatively small and young country, which only ap-
peared on the map in 1991. It occupies an exceptional position at 
the meeting point of the Alps and Mediterranean and includes the 
mysterious Karst and expansive Pannonian plains. Since the earliest 
times the diverse and rich natural and cultural traditions have fos-
tered the creativity of writers and artists. Like heaven under Triglav, 
as Slovenia was described by Cankar, one of the giants of Slovenian 
literature. Out of such features emerged a country that has barely 
entered adulthood. Yet today it is a member of all the major inter-
national organisations, including the European Union and NATO. In 
the first half of 2008, it was also the rest of the new Member States 
to hold the EU Presidency. In Slovenia the natural world is domi-
nated by green, while the country features diversity and contours 
in all regions. Slovenians are extremely proud of the achievements 
of their compatriots, and the historical, cultural and natural herit-
age is a true fount of inspiration. Where else could you admire hay 

racks, Lipizzaners, “potica” cake, beehive 
panels and the Carniolan bee, learn so many 
dialects in such a small geographical area, 
or admire great names in culture (such as 
the architect Jože Plečnik), major inventions 
(logarithms by Juri Vega), numerous sports 
winners, national sports (mountaineering, 
running) and un-spoilt natural beauty. Over 
the centuries this historical record has influ-
enced the national culture and character of 
the young country. If you want to learn more 
of Slovenia, please visit this web pages:

https://www.slovenia.info/en

Lake Bled, Slovenija
Photo: Janez Tolar
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Municipality of Ruše has 7200 inhabitants and lies between right 
bank of the Drava river and Pohorje Hills just 10 km west of Maribor. 
The area was part of the traditional region of Styria and the river 
Drava Valley.

http://ruse.si/za-obiskovalce/interaktivni-zemljevid/

Municipality of  
Ruše

Ruše, Slovenia
Photo: Mojca Savicki
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Municipality of  
Maribor

Maribor is the second-largest city in Slovenia with about 96,000 
inhabitants and the centre of the Municipality of Maribor. It is a uni-
versity and metropolitan city and economic, financial, administra-
tive, educational, cultural, commercial and tourist centre of north-
east Slovenia. Maribor is the Alpine Town 2000, European Capital of 
Culture 2012, European rafting place 2012, European Youth Capital 
2013. Maribor is also a home of the oldest vine in the world and has 
an exceptional wine-making tradition. You will also find the oppor-
tunity for fun and relaxed events, sports activities and competitions 
on the Pohorje Hills and eco-tourism in the countryside. This are 
just some of the many reasons to visit Maribor. In the Lent you will 
see the oldest vine in the world right in the heart of the historic city 
core. In winter you will cheer for women skiers competing at Pohor-
je for the Golden Fox, skiing’s World Cup competition for women.

https://www.slovenia.info/en/places-to-go/cities/maribor-and-pohorje

Maribor, Slovenia
Photo: Arhiv Narodni dom
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Technical details

Travel 
arrival, departures

Participants must arrive at the Maribor railway station on 2nd of 
May 2017 where our team will wait for you outside of railway sta-
tion in front of an old locomotive.

Please send us SMS on 00386 51 318 299 Luka (host) or Laura 
(00386 51 454 625 - member of organization team) when you ar-
rive in Slovenia or 30 minutes before arriving in Maribor.

Departure day will be on 11th of May, 2017. Our team will take care 
for transport from Ruše to Maribor.

Please visit DB train schedule to Maribor from different directions. 

https://www.bahn.de/p/view/index.shtml

Main railway station Maribor
Photo: Google Street View
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The closest airports Graz / Austria, (60 km from Maribor)

Zagreb / Croatia (130 km from Maribor)

Vienna / Austria (250 km from Maribor)

Ljubljana / Slovenia (140 km from Maribor)

From airports to Maribor you can also use a Go-opti, small bus 
transportation.

https://www.goopti.com/en/

Accommodations You will be accommodated in Hostel VETRNICA, hotel VETER 3*. 

We will ensure three meals per day (breakfast, lunch and dinner) 
and two coffee breaks between WS.

Early accommodation or extended stay will be at your expense

https://maribor-pohorje.si/prenocisca/hotel-veter-lang-2.aspx

What to bring 
with you?

During the project, each group will have the opportunity to present 
their country and their organization. We would like to encourage 
you to bring as much relevant materials as possible, such as in-
formation about your organization, brochures, leaflets, pictures, 
posters etc. Bring casual clothes for outdoor activities also swim-
suits - remember during this time in Slovenia the temperatures are 
between 20 and 30 degrees but it can also be rainy. You will need 
some warm clothes along with few T-shirts. Do not forget to bring a 
jacket. Of course, check the weather forecast before packing.



Ruše,  Slovenia,  May 2 nd -  11 th 2017
Europe Sings Together

Intercultural 
evenings

For the ICE, please bring your national food, traditional drinks, 
music or souvenir. The Slovenian team will prepare a “Slovenian 
night” where traditional drinks and food will be served. With a help 
of local folklore group we will present also a traditional Slovenian 
dances and music. Please bring with you:

• Information – in English! - About your organization; brochures,  
leaflets, etc.

•  All relevant information you have on the previous international  
project(s).

•  Picture, posters, etc.
• Your national flag for the ICE, but also for Europe Day.

Excursion Tour  
of Slovenia

We will prepare a bus trip to Ljubljana (capital of Slovenia) and to 
Lake Bled.

http://www.slovenian-alps.com/si/

The fee for this day trip will be 25 € per person which include a bus, 
entering tickets for Bled Castle, lift to Ljubljana Castle and lunch.

Ljubljana, Slovenija
Photo: Bogdan Kladnik
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We will organize a trip to Maribor (10 km away) to visit the res-
taurants where young people socialize and to buy some souvenirs. 
Also, there will be a possibility for our participants to use our sport 
centre, the swimming pool and wellness for half of the regular price.

Local trips and  
socializing

Reimbursement of 
travel costs

All participants will be paid through reimbursement of travel ex-
penses on the current account of the official partners (not to indi-
vidual participants). The partner organization will get the official 
reimbursement form from us. The reimbursement will be executed 
in 30 days after end of the project and when we receive a request for 
reimbursement. We will need the plane, train and bus tickets of each 
participant.

Since this is a youth exchange the reimbursement will be for partici-
pants from:

GREECE 170 € per person  total 1.020 €
POLAND 170 € per person total 1.020 €
CROATIA 80 € per person total   480 €
ITALY  170 € per person total 1.020 €
ROMANIA 170 € per person total 1.020 €
CYPRUS 170 € per person total 1.020 €
SLOVENIA 20 € per person total 200 €

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/tools/distance_en.htm
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Personal insurance Insurance cover for personal effects is the responsibility of the indi-
vidual participant.

Participants are expected to provide themselves adequate medical 
and travel insurance to cover the period of your stay in Slovenia, 
which we strongly recommend.

Please, make sure that you have a flight ticket with the name of the 
passenger and flight details, all boarding passes, a printed confirma-
tion of reservation when you come to the project.

Please send us the prices of the tickets when you have them, so we 
could plan our budget. Please note that we cannot reimburse trav-
el costs if you lose your tickets or we do not receive all details and 
proofs of your expenses!

Passport or  
identity card

One or another.

Important Make sure you have a valid (not expired) ID card or a valid Passport.

Make sure to have your European Health Card in your wallet.

Only public transportation will be reimbursed (e.g.: taxi at your own 
expense).

Please, do not buy any tickets before our approval!
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The scenario for “Europe Day“

We will gather on the Leon Štukelj square (main city square) in  
Maribor on Tuesday 9th of May at 16.00. The concert will start at 
17.00 (if it rains it will be held in the Union Hall just 5 minutes walk 
from the Leon Štukelj square) and will last 30 minutes.

At the concert in honour of Europe Day will sings several choirs: 
Choir of High Scholl “Druga Gimnazija Maribor”, vocal group CEZAM, 
choir of Maribor Post and the participants of EST project. We will 
have a musical accompaniment – The brass band Slovenia. Each 
choir will sing one or two songs of their own choice. At the end of 
the concert, we will sing together two songs: “Do you hear the  
people sing“ (from musical Miserable) and the European anthem 
Ode to Joy in German and English.

Each team from participating countries may (optionally) sing a  
national song. 

Leon Štukelj square, Maribor
Photo: Matej Vranič

The concert will be live 
broadcast via the Internet. 

In addition, we will do a 
video film of the concert and 
post it on the FB page of our 
project.



Ruše,  Slovenia,  May 2 nd -  11 th 2017
Europe Sings Together

Do you hear the people sing?
Singing the songs of angry men?
It is the music of the people
Who will not be slaves again!
When the beating of your heart
Echoes the beating of the drums
There is a life about to start
When tomorrow comes!

Will you join in our crusade?
Who will be strong and stand with me?
Somewhere beyond the barricade
Is there a world you long to see?
Then join in the fight
That will give you the right to be free!

Do you hear the people sing?
Singing the songs of angry men?
It is the music of the people
Who will not be slaves again!
When the beating of your heart
Echoes the beating of the drums
There is a life about to start
When tomorrow comes!

Will you give all you can give
So that our banner may advance
Some will fall and some will live
Will you stand up and take your chance?
The blood of the martyrs
Will water the meadows of France!

Do you hear the people sing?
Singing the songs of angry men?
It is the music of the people
Who will not be slaves again!
When the beating of your heart
Echoes the beating of the drums
There is a life about to start
When tomorrow comes!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYb9sRLUDyM

Songs that we will sing together

Do you hear the people sings
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German (the original version)
Freude, schöner Götterfunken

Tochter aus Elysium,

Wir betreten feuertrunken,

Himmlische, dein Heiligtum!

Deine Zauber binden wieder

Was die Mode streng geteilt;

Alle Menschen werden Brüder,

Wo dein sanfter Flügel weilt.

Europe anthem “Ode to Joy“

htps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eMY3ivdNzwE

Don’t forget to bring with your national Flags.  
You will need it not only for ICE but also on the “Europe Day“ concert.

English
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,

God of glory, Lord of love;

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,

Op’ning to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;

Drive the dark of doubt away;

Giver of immortal gladness,

Fill us with the light of day!

All Thy works with joy surround Thee,

Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays,

Stars and angels sing around Thee,

Center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,

Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,

Singing bird and flowing fountain

Call us to rejoice in Thee.
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